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A Global Humanitarian Crisis
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IRC Mission

The International Rescue Committee responds to 
the world's worst humanitarian crises, helping to 
restore health, safety, education, economic 
wellbeing and power to people whose lives have 
been devastated by violence, conflict and 
disaster.
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Historic Roots

IRC founded in 1933 in 
response to those fleeing 
Nazi Germany

Albert Einstein put forth 
initial call to action upon 
which the International 
Relief Association, now the 
International Rescue 
Committee was formed
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Where IRC works today
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An Internally Displaced Person is…
   

   An internally displaced 
person (IDP) is a person 
who has been forced to flee 
his or her home due to 
violence, armed conflict or 
violation of human rights…

But remains in his or her own country and has not 
crossed an international border.
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 A Refugee is…
A person who is 
forced to flee their 
home, but leaves 
leave their country 
and cannot return 
because of a 
legitimate fear of 
persecution based 
on:

race,  religion,  nationality,  political activity or  
membership in certain social groups. 
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An Asylum Seeker is…

A person who fled their 
home country because 
of war or other life-
threatening factors, 
enters another country 
and applies for asylum, 
i.e. international 
protection, in this other 
country. 
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What are the options for refugees?
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IRC U.S. Programs
Through 26 offices in cities across the United States, the IRC 
helps refugees resettle in the U.S. and become self-sufficient. 

SERVICES:

•Temporary Financial Assistance
•Housing
•Food Security
•Employment
•School Enrollment
•Health Screening
•Cultural Orientation
•English as a Secondary 
Language 
•Economic Development
•Youth Services
•Counseling/Support for Trauma
•Family Reunion & Citizenship





       

14

From Harm to Home | Rescue.org

2020 Priorities

• Focus on Gender Equity – Launch of 
Women’s Center

• Asylum Seeker Protection and Support
• Anti-Human Trafficking
• Programs Built Upon Client Feedback
• Measuring and Assuring Program 

Effectiveness
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In the Wake of COVID

• Recreated all programs for 
remote service delivery

• Outreached to over 2000 
clients served in last 2 
years

• Health and economic 
wellbeing of clients most 
impacted

• Need to address digital 
divide:     Access, 
equipment, computer skills
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Job Readiness, Employment, Career 
Development
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Citizenship Prep to Drive-thru 
Oath & Naturalization Ceremony
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Today’s Work at the IRC…

Challenging, 

Inspiring,

Purposeful

…a fight for 

vital humanitarian

protections for vulnerable families
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WHAT CAN YOU DO?

• Get the facts
• Spread the word
• Get involved (Rescue.org)

• Volunteer
• Take Action (Rescue.org/take-action)

• Attend an event…  
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Welcome to Pop on 30th
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September 12 - 21, 2020
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Come join us!
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Thank you!

Website: Rescue.org/SanDiego

Facebook.com/IRCSanDiego

Contact us:  (619) 641-7510

Email:   SanDiego@rescue.org       


